


Nevada Family Literacy Initiative implemented
—Emmy Bell, Project Coordinator

The Nevada Even Start Statewide Family Literacy Initiative was created to accomplish the following
four gods and al four goas have been satisfactorily completed. They were to:

Egablish permanent, ongoing communication and collaboration among al potentid date and
loca agencies and programs involved in family literacy services,

Facilitate locd collaborative family literacy efforts.

Improve the skills for family literacy service providers.

Standardize terminology and evaudtion indicators for family literacy.

More importantly, the Nevada stakeholders found the process vauable enough to voluntarily
continue the efforts beyond the Nevada Even Start Statewide Family Literacy Initiative grant. Although
the federdly funded planning grant for the Nevada Even Start Statewide Family Literacy Initiative
ended on June 30, 2002, the efforts to communicate, coordinate, cooperate and collaborate will continue.

A plan for sustainability, the Nevada Family Literacy Services Plan, 2001-2006, was devel oped and
approved by the Consortium.

Two groups to head efforts

The two groups that have assumed leadership for continuation of the mgority of the efforts are the
Nevada Literacy Codlition (NLC) and the Nevada Certified Literate Community (NCLC) Projects. Both
NLC and NCL C receive State Leadership funds from the Adult Education and
Family Literacy Act, coordinated by the Adult Education Office of the
Nevada Department of Education.

The Nevada Literacy Codition, under the leadership of Susan Graf a the
Nevada State Library and Archives, will maintain the literacy directories,
databases, literacy caendar, resource clearinghouse (State Literacy Resource
Center), Web ste, and listservs. NLC will dso conduct an annud literacy
awards ceremony; coordinate the training of literacy volunteersitutors,
especidly in rurd Nevada; and monitor the activities of the Family Literacy
Training Team (47 people from 38 agenciesin 13 counties). d,

The Nevada Certified Literate Community Susan Grat
(NCLC) Project, under the leadership of Vicki 800.423.WORD(9673)
Newell a the Northern Nevada Literacy Council, or 775.684.3340
vv_|II coordinate the Sx s1_1bcomm|ttees Qf the sfaraf@clan.lib.nv.us
Literate Nevada Committee. NCLC will develop a
system to collect consstent, rdliable data and will expand their newdetter to a
broader audience.

Many other agencies and organizations, aswdl as business and industry, are
supporting the sustainability of family literacy effortsin Nevada Nine of the
groupsinvolved have established Web sites dedicated to current activities and
— progress.

Vicki Newell For information, and for acomplete copy of the Nevada Even Start
775.356.1007 Statewide Family Literacy Initiative's Final Report aswell as copies of the
director@nnlc.reno.nv.us  Quality Indicators for Program Delivery and Program Outcomes, visit the
Community Connections Web site at www.nvcommunityconnections.com.







